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CHNRMAN 
couMlnLf ON 

APPROPRIATIONS 

%$oust of Beprcsmtatibtfi 
W i n f l o n .  BC 20515-0910 

April 7,2003 

Ms. Peggy Arvanitas 
Post Office Box 8787 
Seminole, Flonda 33775 

Dear Peggy: 

Thank you for letting me know of your continued concerns for BellSouth in the state o f  Florida. 

Like you, I too am very concerned with the lack ofcompetition in the telecommunications 
indushy throughout the United States. Please keep me informed on any futwe developments that 
may occur so I can have the benefit of your infinite knowledge when we vote on any bill 
pertaining to the industry. 

Finally, let me wish you good luck in your attempt to earn a spot on the FCC’s “Consumer 
Advisory Committee”. I know this IS an extremely competitive position but I have full 
confidence in your abilities to serve the FCC well should you be selected. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to contact me. With best wishes and personal regards, I am 

very tmly yours, 

G* Memb ofCongre 

CWY:bs 



MA7 14.2001 COMMENT 

New phone rates t o  Tin8 louderfor w e n  
I)Y PEGGY ARYANITAS 
GUEST COLUMN . 

Once again. the s m e  Legislature is hymg lo address allegaUms 
lhat basic phone servicz rates are less chan the cost of pmvidmg 
service, 

Thc Wice of Public Counsel and the AARP are still fighting 
proposed basic phone servics UICTCBS~S (Senate Bill 654) and the 
nonbaslc phone servlcc increase ( S c ~ t e  Bill 2616/House Bill 
35 I). which will affecl not only residential phone exvice but 
allow a 20-percent increase on rhe Nortel Networks' Centrcx 
service for bustnesses. state colleges and local government sew 
ice and even SunCom service. a member of the AT&T Wireless 
network. used by state government. 

I'revious to the 1996 Telecommunications Act. fhe Baby Bell 

exchange services. 

in the cost of (basic) local phone wvidwould be a violstinn of 
thc law." - The Florida Public Service Commission can review and con- 
trol the m c w  of phone scrvices. 

The public service commission ruled against the Of€ia of 
Public Counsel. the Anomy General's ofice and A M ,  and 
allowed the Imp cost to he borne only for basic services in 1999. 
This unonhwiox action allowed the Baby Bells to now allege 
that they are "subsidizing" basic service. 

He conunued: 'The uxksion of the entire amount (Imp c m )  

The commission had dock& beforr them in 2001 and 2002. 
and raised all Ihe Baby Bell line access charge fees their competi- 

tors would have to Dav lo . .  
monoplies hud a "price tap" mgm lor charging h c  bblic. compete as an altem- 

After the 1996 Telecommunications Act. the Florida tive p v i d c r .  
legislanurc enacted Florida Statutes 364 02. This i h n -  If access fees now 
lified borh basic (Plam Old Tdcphone Servicc) and are 25 p e n t  m o e  
nonbJuc (Centrex. vertical serfices a% call rhpn basic service 
walling. caller ID. voice mad ~ c l  SunCom provided by dre 
wvices) Theu services had specific critena Baby Bells, 
for rate increses. called "rate of return.'. how would 

All this is about to change wtlh the two bills thiq: allow 
in Ihe Legislature. cmpctmg 

T h e n  a e  major wumpttons about hese companies to 
hills InJt the Goy. leb Bush aid people in thc pmvide %N- 
IcletommuniCd1iuns industry would like you to ice'!; increate 
belicve in phone 

81.1 afirr having conipletedJ6 Federal providers 
Conimuntcalions Cnmrni5tion filings in five lower rated 
)em and rCvieu lng four yem of Florida Public No husineis 
Servicc Cornmistion dnckets. I see h u 5  fallaciet walks into tJu tele- 
d&ut thow wumptions and what will result - corn arena tu low 
plain old telephone oervice and nonbatit wrvice money. 
increases of 20 pnenr - h a t  will occur if thcv Baby Reus would bc 
bills pass and t c c m  law, able to increase your 

phone services 10 che level 
lhs rwtce. of m u  line charger 

coil smdm about the "road' hut he  basic 
and nonbaric phone serviccs navel over, 
called h e  "Loop " 

Corp and GTE (now called Venzcm 
Communications hc.) wanted all 
COIIS for the Loop bomc by plam 
old telephone service. The Office 
of hhlu Counsel. the hnorney 
General 5 office ond AARP 
tesbfied h a t  100 
permi of h e  

cannot be 
ahsorbed 

- B u w  service rates are below cos1 of providlng 

Bolh the Baby Bells and le@alalon pmluced - Nmbaqic service3 would only have a 2opCrcent 
incrcaw when nnocha competing cprria WBS an a m .  
This line in the SB 2616/HB351 dar M( corn Wirh 

parameters lor what constirules "canpcmg carrier in ma" 
Therefore. MY Cornpbtive Local Exchange Carrier h a t  

files a tariff to pmvide sewice would trigger this 2O.pcrccnt 

Remember that nonbaric scwcei have no bop costs. so there 

What is the governorb and Baby Bells' v e n t  fa k s s e s  

Unkss a uxnpding carrier to Vervm or BellSouth has a 

The Baby Rellr -such as BellSouth 

incrcace on huriness and v d d  services. 

is no subsidy. 

for companies already enjoying huge profilc? 

twitch, they will no( set rhe rate for vemcal scrvices. They BR 

re-rellers and under the conwul of rhe Baby Bells. 
Venzon is listed yl Forbes ar, a top 20 profitable company in 

the United Slate". BellSouth. a1 rrponcd in the A i l ~ l n  Rusmebs 

loop CO$U 
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